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year, or even longer. When the husks are removed from
the pits, the fibre is beaten out with sticks by women of
the Tiyan and other castes, dried in the sun, and twisted
into yarn for export to Europe, where it is manufactured
into matting, rope, etc. The fibre was introduced into
England about 1836, and it is on record that, at the bap-
tism of the late King Edward VII in 1842, the floor of
St George's Hall at Windsor Castle was covered first with

Fig. 41.   Coir-picking, Malabar.
matting made of the husk of the coconut. The white
kernel of the coconut fruit, when sliced and dried, is called
kopra, and is the source of coconut oil, which is largely
used as an illuminant, in cooking, and in soap manufacture.
For the illuminations on the occasion of the marriage of
Queen Victoria, Price's Candle Company introduced a
cheap candle composed of stearic acid and coconut stea-
rine, which did not require snuffing. The oil-cake, which